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Timetable for Budget Decisions

To promote order and coordination in the budget process, Congress estab-
lished a budgetary schedule. But the timetable, set out in Box 2.4, is peri-
odically subject to change, and Congress commonly misses some of the 
target dates. For example, Congress is supposed to enact its budget resolu-
tion on or before April 15 of each year, but that does not always happen.

Different budget priorities and serious policy disagreements among the 
chambers, parties, and branches account, in addition to other factors, for 

BOX 2.4  Congressional Budget Process Timetable

Target Date Action to Be Completed

First Monday in February President submits budget to Congress

February 15 Congressional Budget Office submits 
economic and budget outlook report to 
Budget Committees

Six weeks after president 
submits budget

Committees submit views and estimates to 
Budget Committees

April 1 Senate Budget Committee reports budget 
resolution

April 15 Congress completes action on budget 
resolution

May 15 Annual appropriations bills may be considered 
in the House, even if action on budget resolution 
has not been completed

June 10 House Appropriations Committee reports last 
regular appropriations bill

June 15 Congress completes action on reconciliation 
legislation (if required by budget resolution)

June 30 House completes action on annual 
appropriations bills

July 15 President submits midsession review of budget 
to Congress

October 1 Fiscal year begins

Source: Adapted from Section 300 of the Congressional Budget Act (2 U.S.C. 631).


